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ADDRESS. 


I  HE  situation  of  child-bearing  has,  among  all  civili  ed 
nations,  claimed  the  utmost  attention  and  tenderness,  and 
been  generally  entrusted  to  Female  management.  The 
employment  of  the  other  Sex,  in  this  process,  is  but  a 
modern  Practice  in  England,  borrowed  from  French 
manners.  The  inducement  to  this  departure  from  the 
inherent  modesty  of  the  Sex  can  only  arise  from  that  sense 
of  danger  which  pain  creates  in  the  Female  mind,  and 
which  is  often  industriously  and  artfully  magnified  by  the 
Attendants.  If,  however,  it  can  once  be  established  as  an 
indisputable  fact,  that  Child-bearing  is  merely  an  operation 
of  Nature,  and  that  in  ninety-nine  cases  every 

hundred  there  is  no  danger  whatever,  nor  the  smallest 
necessity  for  extraordinary  aid,  then  the  good  sense  of  the 
Sex,  and  their  feeling  of  propriety  will  return,  and  this 
innovation  of  modern  refinement,  the  prejudice  for  male 
interference,  will  be  entirely  done  away.  If  we  make  a 
comparison  of  the  mortality  in  Child-birth  on  those  parts 
of  the  Continent  where  females  alone  are  employed,  and 
also  in  the  Northern  part  of  our  Island,  where  the  same 
practice  prevails,  it  will  not  be  bold  to  say,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of.  deaths  is  comparatively  less  than  in  England,  where 
this  boasted  inprovement  in  favor  of  Men- Midwives  is 
universal.  Besides,  where  a  business  is  so  general,  the 
number  employed  must  correspond  ;  hence  it  must  fall 
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into  the  hands  of  many  of  the  other  sex  more  ignorant 
than  women  themselves,  and  less  acquainted  with  those 
minutiae  of  management  which  tend  to  alleviate  the 
parturient  state.  Nor  is  this  all :  Midwifery  is  generally 
not  the  sole  occupation  of  the  male  practitioner ;  his  time 
is  often,  therefore,  too  precious  to  give  all  the  attendance 
necessary  on  its  operation,  when  tedious,  and  the  patient  is 
left  in  the  midst  of  her  distress,  and  frequently  delivered 
without  his  assistance ;  or,  in  his  hurry  and  impatience  to 
complete  it,  he  has,  recourse  to  unnatural,  and  often,  fatal 
interference.  Actuated  by  these  considerations,  highly 
impressed  with  the  characteristic  Benevolence  of  the 
British  Nation,  exceeding  all  panegyric,  and  prompted  by 
motives  which  peculiarly  call  for  the  support  and  liberality 
of  his  fair  Countrywomen,  the  Author  has  taken  infinite 
pains  to  mature  a  Plan,  calculated,  at  once,  to  secure  the 
safety,  propriety,  and  delicacy  of  the  Sex,  and  give  relief 
to  indigent  Females  of  all  descriptions. 

At  Lying-in-Hospitals,  and  Institutions  for  the  Delivery 
of  Pregnant  Women  at  their  own  houses,  the  ceremo?jy  of 
seeking  relief  and  the  difficulties  experienced  by  those  who 
most  require  it,  are  considerable  drawbacks  on  the  advan¬ 
tages  proposed  by  the  benevolent  Supporters. 

At  Berlin,  every  Pregnant  Woman,  whether  married  or 
not,  is  considered  the  immediate  object  of  public  attention. 
On  application  at  an  Hospital,  she  is  received,  without 
being  questioned,  and  properly  attended  till  her  recovery. 
Were  such  the  practice  in  England,  we  should  not  hear  of 
miserable  mothers  destroying  their  own  offspring ;  we 
should  not  see  a  helpless  fellow-creature  driven  from 
parish  to  parish,  till  her  pains  perhaps  preclude  assistance  ; 
we  should  not  have  to  reflect  on  the  hardships  of  honest 
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indigence,  where  the  Cottager’s  Wife  must  either  want 
assistance,  or,  in  procuring  it,  half  starve  her  little  family ; 
— the  feelings  of  Humanity  would  not  be  outraged,  and 
the  purposes  of  Philanthropy  would  be  rendered  more 
complete. 

To  promote  this  laudable  view,  the  Author  has,  under 
the  patronage  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  Orna¬ 
ments  of  the  Sex  and  Society,  established  an  Institution, 
novel,  simple,  and  efficacious  Pie  is  aware  that  interested 
Professional  Men  will  view  it  with  jealousy,  and  sarcasti¬ 
cally  attempt  to  depreciate  his  motives ;  but  there  is  a 
support  in  conscious  rectitude  which  emboldens  him  to 
defy  difficulties,  and  rely  for  sanction  on  the  Public 
Utility  of  his  Plan. 

His  object  is,  to  render  Females  sufficiently  skilful  to 
assuage  the  pains  incident  to  Child-bearing  *,  to  give  con¬ 
fidence  to  the  patient;  to  preserve  the  inherent  delicacy 
of  the  Sex,  and  (except  in  the  very  few  cases  requiring 
Surgical  aid)  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  Male^Practi- 
tioners. 

The  habit  of  being  obliged  to  call  in  the  assistance  of 
a  man  has  often  been  fatal.  There  is  a  native  sense  of 
shame  in  the  female  mind  which  revolts  at  the  idea  of 
administering  to  necessity  at  the  expence  of  delicacy. 

The  very  circumstance  of  the  education  necessary  for 
the  Obstetric  Art,  renders  it,  in  every  view,  indecorous  and 
immoral  for  the  Male  Sex,  at  the  time  of  life  when  the 
passions  are  under  no  control.  Boys  and  youths  studying 
at  a  Lying-in-Hospital  are  necessarily  induced  to  such 
ocular  and  manual  examinations,  as  are  not  only  cruel  in 
the  extreme  to  the  unfortunate  female  subjected  to  be  the 
butt  of  their  wantonness,  or  the  victim  of  their  experi- 


ments,  but  in  the  highest  degree  calculated  to  deprave  the 
mind  of  the  juvenile  pupils  :  such  examinations  are,  how¬ 
ever,  an  indespensable  part  of  the  education,  and  being 
made  by  female  pupils  have  nothing  in  them  indecent  or 
revolting. 

A  woman  inherits  from  nature,  as  well  as  from  the 
construction  of  her  own  delicate  frame,  a  more  complete, 
accurate,  and  sympathetic  feeling  of  circumstances.  To 
herthe  patient  can  more  freely  disclose  her  situation,  than  to 
one  of  the  other  sex.  She  is  more  tender,  more  observant*, 
and,  when  a  due  degree  of  instruction,  with  experience, 
is  added  to  these  qualities,  she  is  incontrovertibly  best 
suited  for  the  purpose. 

To  persons  in  humble  situations,  but  not  requiring  the 
aid  of  Charity,  it  is  also  a  consideration,  that  Professional 
Men  of  ability  demand  greater  Fees  than  Women. 

Among  the  numerous  individuals  to  whom  this  charity 
may  be  beneficial,  it  may  not  be  superfluous  to  particu¬ 
larise  those  unfortunate  pregnant  Women,  whose  hus¬ 
bands,  or  themselves,  may  be  immured  in  prison  for  debt, 
or  even  for  crimes  *,  whose  situation  so  often  precludes 
them  from  the  advantage  of  proper  assistance  :  and  perhaps 
still  more  from  the  means  of  procuring  clothing  for  the 
infants  they  introduce  into  the  world. 

Under  these  considerations,  the  Lectures  will  unite  all 
Medical  and  Surgical  Information  necessary  for  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Practice  of  Midwifery  *,  and  under  the  Pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  Humane  and  Charitable,  it  is  further 
proposed,  that  qualified  Midwives  shall  be  registered  in 
every  Parish  or  District  in  the  metropolis,  who  are  to 
deliver  Pregnant  Women  at  their  own  houses,  free  from 
expense,  on  the  simple  request  of  the  party,  without 
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interrogation,  without  formality,  and  without  loss  of  time. 
It  is  also  intended  that  the  patients  shall  have  Medical 
Advice,  and  proper  Medicines  during  Pregnancy,  Labour, 
and  after  Delivery ;  and  those  whose  necessities  require 
it,  shall  be  supplied,  gratis ,  at  the  expense  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion,  with  Child-bed  linen,  during  their  lying-in.  The 
Pupils  will  have  the  advantage  of  practical  instruction,  by 
assisting  at  labours  in  their  neighbourhood  :  and  those, 
who,  having  attended  three  courses  of  Lectures,  and 
assisted  at  labours,  evince  their  ability,  care,  and 'tender¬ 
ness,  and,  above  all,  their  sobriety,  will  receive,  gratis,  a 
testimonial  of  their  character  and  capacity  from  the 
Director,  who  will  likewise,  at  all  times,  be  happy  to  re¬ 
commend,  to  ladies  requiring  assistance,  such  of  the  mid¬ 
wives  as  he  can  pronounce  completely  capable,  and  strictly 
sober ;  as  well  as  careful,  tender,  and  sensible  Nurses. 


CONDITIONS. 


I 


Subscribers  of  Two  Guineas  to  have  the  power  of 
granting  two  Tickets  for  the  Year,  which  will  entitle  the 
holder  to  be  attended,  and  delivered,  at  her  own  house, 
without  delay,  expense,  or  enquiries  of  any  sort. 

Subscribers  of  Five  Guineas  to  have  also  the  power  of 
sending  one  Pupil  to  be  instructed  in  the  Art  of  Mid¬ 
wifery,  gratis. 


System  of  Education  and  Terms  of  Lectures . 

% 

Public  Lectures  will  be  delivered  every  day,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  excepted,  for  the  instruction  of  Midwives, 
from  the  age  of  25  to  35,  whose  characters  for  sobriety 
and  affability  are  indisputable,  and  whose  education,  con¬ 
stitution,  and  mental  talents,  are  promising  for  the  pro¬ 
fession. 

Each  Midwife  shall  attend  three  Courses  of  Lectures, 
which  will  be  given  for  Five  Guineas,  being  less  than  half 
the  usual  charge. 

Every  Pupil  shall  be  obliged  to  write  down  the  heads 
of  each  Lecture,  that  she  may  be  competent  to  answer  all 
questions  put  to  her,  by  way  of  Obstetric  Catechism. 
Saturday  to  be  set  apart  to  explain  and  demonstrate  on 
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such  points  as  any  Pupil  may  not  have  sufficiently  com¬ 
prehended,  by  which  means  it  will  be  ascertained  every 
fifth  Lecture,  whether  the  Pupil  has  properly  understood 
what  she  has  heard  and  seen  during  the  week. 

% 

Women  thus  educated  and  examined  will  be  registered 
as  qualified  to  practise  the  Art  of  Midwifery,  and  their 
names  and  places  of  abode  will  be  regularly  published, 
that  ladies,  and  poor  pregnant  women,  may  know  where  to 
apply  for  the  aid  of  women  equally  skillful  with  the  most 
general  male  practitioners. 

Those  women  who  pay  to  be  instructed,  and  who 
appear  on  trial  not  to  be  possessed  of  talents  sufficient  to 
understand  and  practise  the  Art  with  success,  will  have 
their  money  returned;  and  the  Subscribers  having  sent 
such  unqualified  Pupils,  are  at  liberty  to  send  another 
woman  to  be  taught. 

All  Pupils  must  be  either  married  women  or  widows. 


List  of  Supporters 


'  patronesses. 

HER  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES, 
HER  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUCHESS  OF  YORK, 

V  ice-  Patroness. 

THE  RIGHT  HON.  the  COUNTESS  OF  HARRINGTON. 


Patrons. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES, 

K.G. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK, 

K.G.  K.B. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CLARENCE, 

K.G.  K.T. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  KENT, 

K.G.  K.  S.P. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  the  DUKE  of  CUMBERLAND, 

K.G. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  SUSSEX, 

K.G. 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CAMBRIDGE, 

K.G. 
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List  of  Supporters ,  continued. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  K.  G. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire 
Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Roxburghe 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Bedford 
Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Beaufort 
H  is  Grace  the  Duke  of  St.  Albans 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Lome 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Cercello 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marchioness  of  Hertford 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marchioness  Wellesley 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marchioness  of  Winchester 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Hartington 
The  Most  Noble  the  Marchioness  of  Headford 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Harrington 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harrington 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Besborough 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Besborough 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Dowager  Countess  of  Dysart 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Poulett,  K.  T. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  K.  G. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Pembroke 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Kenmare 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen 


* List  of  Supporters ,  continued. 
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The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  Dowager  of 
Aberdeen 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Uxbridge 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Darnley 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Darnley 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Mexborough 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Ormonde 
The  Rivht  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Ormonde 

o 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Liverpool 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Sefton 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harborough 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Stair 
The  Right  Elon.  the  Countess  of  Buckinghamshire 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Stamford  and 
Warrington 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Chichester 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  Fauconburg 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Jersey 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Jersey 
The  Right  Hon.  Countess  Dowager  Spencer 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Westmeath 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countess  of  Clonmell 
His  Excellency  Count  Woronzow.  the  Russian 
Ambassador 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Falmouth 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Melville 
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List  of  Supporters ,  continued. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Dudley  and  Ward 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscountess  Hawarden 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscountess  Mahon 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscountess  Molesworth 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Anson 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscountess  Anson 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Hood 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Paget 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Foley 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Harrowby 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Rivers 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Montgomerie 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Mulgrave 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Fanny  Ponsonby 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Georgiana  Eliot 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Harriot  Chichester 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Cawdor 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Amherst 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Yarborough 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Olivia  Bernard  Sparrow 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Rokeby 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Harewood 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Barham 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Petre 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Sherbourne 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Clifden 


List  of  Supporters ,  continued . 


13 


The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Banks 
The  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  William  Russell 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart.  M.  P. 

Sir  John  St.  Aubin,  Bart. 

Lady  Pennyman 
Lady  Lushington 
Lady  Smith  Burges 
Lady  Knightley 
Lady  Bellingham 
Lady  Lambert 
Lady  Chambers 
Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart. 

Sir  Culling  Smith,  Bart. 

Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Kt.  K.  C.  M.  P. 

Sir  William  Clayton,  Bart. 

Sir  George  Armitage,  Bt.  IGrkles,  Leeds, 
Yorkshire 

Sir  Alexander  Davison,  Bt. 

Lady  Thorold 

Lady  Throckmorton 

Lady  Hamilton 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Codrington 

The  Hon.  William  Gordon 

Thomas  Hope,  Esq.  MansfiekLstreet 

Samuel  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P, 
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John  Julius  Angerstein,  Esq. 

Henry  Phillip  Hope,  Esq.  Baker-street 
John  Penn,  Esq.  M.  P. 

- Arbuthnot,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Arbuthnot 

Captain  G.  Daniel,  Inniskilling  Dragoons 
Mrs.  Clarke,  Gloucester  Place 
Mrs.  George  Vansittart 
Mrs.  J.  York,  Ely  House 
Miss  Short,  Upper  Brook  Street 
Mrs.  Campbell,  York  Street,  Baker  Street 
Mrs.  Frederick  Campbell,  York-street,  Baker  St. 
Major  Phillip  Ditcher,  late  commanding  Officer  of 
the  26th  light  Dragoons,  in  which  Reg.  Dr. 
Keighley  served  in  the  West  Indies. 

Gen.  Sparrow,  Portland  Place 

Mrs.  Hanbury  Tracy,  Portland  Place 

Mrs.  H.  Bonham,  Portland  Place 

Mrs.  Adair,  St.  James’s  Square 

Mr.  Blake,  Great  Cumberland  Place 

Mrs.  Cuthbert,  Berkeley  Square 

Mr.  Willes,  Hertford  Street 

Mrs.  Ornlsby,  Stanhope  Street,  May  Fair 

Thomas  Warre,  Esq.  Stratford-Place 

Mrs.  Lind,  Ditto 

Thomas  Collier,  F.sq.  Hanover-Square 
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John  De  Ponthieu,  Esq.  Portland-Place 

Mrs.  Vaughan,  Great  Cumberland  Street 

Mrs.  Forsyth,  Upper  Wympole  Street 

Mrs.  Smythe  Owen,  Gt.  Cumberland  Street 

Mrs.  E.  Shirley,  Gloucester-Place 

Major  General  Whitelocke 

Mrs.  John  Crook,  Upper  Seymour  Street 

Mrs.  General  Nugent 

Mrs.  Burrows,  Mansfield  Street 

Mrs.  C.  Baring,  Jun. 

Mrs.  John  Elliot,  Pimlico 
Benjamin  Gaskill,  Esq.  Thornes  House,  near 
Wakefield. 


The  British  Ladies  Institution  having  now  com¬ 
pleted  the  first  year  of  its  establishment,  Dr.  Keighley 
begs  leave  to  present  his  respectful  and  cordial  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  the  Royal  Family,  Nobility,  and  other  dis¬ 
tinguished  Characters,  by  whose  energetic  aid  he  has  been 
enabled  to  raise  it  to  its  present  most  respectable  situation. 
Already  have  its  good  effects  been  fully  manifested  in  the 
delivery  of  pregnant  women,  without  expense,  or  the 
difficulty  and  formalities  usually  attending  other  charities, 
and  he  has  no  doubt  he  will  shortly  be  equa’ly  successful 
in  attaining  the  other  great  object  of  the  undertaking, 
namely,  the  encouragement  and  instruction  of  Female 
Midwives,  so  as  to  supersede  the  absurd  and  immoral  em¬ 
ployment  of  Men,  in  an  operation  which,  till  of  late,  has, 
in  all  ages  and  nations,  been  reserved  as  the  proper  and 
becoming  province  of  the  other  Sex. 


This  Institution  owes  its  present  success  to  the  support 
and  recommendation  it  has  received  from  the  Right  Hon! 
the  Countess  of  Harrington,  who  has  condescended  to 
honor  it  with  her  approbation  j  and  has  farther  particularly 
sanctioned  it  by  securing  to  its  Author  the  attention  of 
her  friends.  Among  its  distinguished  Patrons,  Dr. 
Keighley  is  likewise  proud  to  number  the  Right  Hon*, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  under  whose  command°  he  had 
the  honor  to  serve  as  Surgeon  of  the  6th,  or  Inniskilling 
Dragoons.  6 

Dr.  Keighley  has  also  been  honored  by  the  strongest 
letters  or  approbation  of  the  Institution,  from  the  follow¬ 
ing,  among  other  distinguished  characters :  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Dukes 'of 
Clarence,  Kent,  and  Cumberland,  the  late  much- 
lamented  Right  non.  the  Viscount  Nelson,  Lords  Foley, 
and  Ellenborough,  William  Pitt,  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
and  Dr.  J.  Hamilton,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Edinburgh. 

Doctor  Keighley’s  New  System  of  Family  Medicine,  for 
the  use  of  Midwives,  Mothers,  and  Nurses,  also  a  Com¬ 
plete  rrcatise  on  Midwifery,  and  the  Management  and 
Diseases  of  Children,  is  sold  by  B.  Crosby  and  Co.  Book¬ 
sellers,  Stationers’  Court,  Paternoster  Row ;  W*  Jones, 
Liverpool  -,  i .  Eleaton,  Leeds  ;  J.  Mortimer,  W.  Gordon, 
G.  Clark,  and  A.  Stevenson,  Aberdeen ;  and  A.  Monro, 
Edinburgh. 

N.  B.  A  List  of  the  Patients  who  have  be’nefited  by  this 
Ins  titution,  is  at  all  times  open  for  the  Subscribers ,  and  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Public ,  and  is  intended  to  be  speedily  published , 
with  a  list  of  those  Midwives  whom  Dr.  Keighley  has  founds 
during  the first  year' s  establishment  of  the  BRITISH  Ladies' 
/a  S  TIT  UTIONj  are  perfectly  capable  to  practise  ;  enquiries 
having  been  extended  to  all  parts  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  This  list  will  not  only  contain  the  names  and  address 
of  eac qualified  Midwife,  but  will  particularly  express  b\ 
whom  educated ,  and  where  they  studied,  and  the  years  they 
practised  the  Art  of  Midwifery. 


Pn.uecl  by  G.  S;  dn  ey,  Northumberland  Street,  Strand. 


